
 

 

UNIONS AT WORK 

WHAT IS YOUR MOST SIGNIFICANT WIN 2014 –2018? 

Contribution to Regime Change and Creation of the Democratic Government 

Republic of Korea saw a historic and remarkable turning point last year. Korean people 
and workers were successful in creating a new democratic government by a series of 
candlit vigils and continued demands for democratisation. In the course of the 
democratisation process, Federation of Korea Trade Unions(FKTU) held candlelight vigils 
along with Korean people in order to make the country a better place to live for everyone, 
and greatly contributed to the establishment of the current government. 
The FKTU concluded a policy agreement with the current president with the aim of 
building a society in which workers are fairly treated without being discriminated against. 
It was a decisive resolution to achieve sustainable and balanced development as well as 
social integration of the Republic of Korea. 
In the policy agreement, the FKTU and Moon agreed to the following:  
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the urgent striving toward the establishment of an industrial ecosystem where 
coexistence and co-prosperity are achieved to realize economic democratisation; the full 
protection of basic labour rights, representation of interests of all workers, and 
reinforcement of worker protection; the guarantee of a decent minimum wage; the 
creation of decent jobs; the reduction of working hours; and the achievement of 
employment stability.  

- The FKTU took a vote of all union members in order to select a candidate to support in 
the 19th presidential election. On the basis of the result of the vote, The FKTU proclaimed 
that it would fully support then presidential candidate Moon Jan-in and make 
organisational efforts for his victory. As a result, the FKTU could greatly contribute to the 
establishment of the Moon Jae-in government . 

- For implementation of the policy agreement, the FKTU participated in the policy making 
body soon after Moon's victory in the presidential election was confirmed. The FKTU gave 
advice on setting up state affairs from the perspective of workers. 

 - Meanwhile, the FKTU proposed an eight-party meeting involving president Moon to 
restore confidence in social dialogue that is a key to build a society in which labour is 
respected. And it served as a momentum to improve the existing tripartite. 

- In addition, the FKTU set a goal of doubling membership under the belief that the 
alleviation of social polarisation and the protection of workers' rights can be only 
achieved by union growth.  



 



 


